WBSn I wrote this after receiving a nice note from him in 
which he did not identify himself as with the Ober agency, 
as I did, immediately, I was aware of this collection and 
did not forget Richard. I decided to take the tii«. 0 n a 
chance for the future from what he wrote about WW IV. 

Not until after X mailed it did I recall that he is Anson 1 s 
agent. H V l/ll/76 
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Hr. Fetor Shepherd 
321 W 104 St., 

HYC, HI 10025 

Dear Peter, 

Considering the failure of our earlier relationship, the kindness in your 
note of tile Oth and the possibility there wight be a future, lej* us be a little 
less formal. 

We have not moved. The routes have been renumbered .again. 

On the chance that perhaps there may be a future, although I have a lingering 
and limited case of phlebitis, because you have read Whitewash IV as I put it out and 
formed your own opinions, including those not expressed iwith which I’d undoubtedly 
agree). I’m going to try to make some explanations. Please do not take this as 
boastfulness. I have a track record, as hick Callen will toil you. Understand also 
that 1 do not intend this as widely applicable. Only as it relates to the areas of 
my work. You may recall that what you found incredible in tlw unread rough draft of 
what was to be two chapters in the first Watergate book (l completed a second) later 
turned out to be the neglected Bcandal everyone :/L still, staying away from. Except for 
the business of the ship, that material, rough* as It was, containeu what in the end the 
Ervin committee did not publish* 

Internationally I can't tell you how many wrft««*i»Trir rejections there were for my 
first book. In no oaao was there an adverse editorial comment and there were many raves. 

I wrote thus book, to meet a contract deadline, in a month. One day the publisher drools 
over the advance sale of 25,000 from salesmen talking only aui the next he breaks the 
contract and d won't even return the ms. Kever did, to tcis day. Some large publishers, 
particularly Pocket and Doubleday, -ore remarkably honest in giving r* different but 
I think truthful explanations for rejecting the work for policy reasons. Dell-Dial 
rejected it three times and then came to aa for a 250,000 first-reprint. They rejected 
the second book in November and when I printed it in December came to too almost as 
soon aa the first one went on sole for it, too. There wore other experiences, commonly 
of dishonesty, all combining with another factor to require me to reconi dder what I can 
do that can serve. You put it differently but you call that offbeat work you read "an 
important service* " 

Of the works that followed mine, only one was honest. It was, in fact, great. It 
is to be reissued in March. H is Sylvia l^eaghcr's. The cleverly-disguised dishonesties 
and angles and ax-3wingli_g in the Edward Epstein and Marie h n ne books trouble me. I had 
already researched an* entirely different second book. Then Garrison oaaio along and in 
tiiTio I came to und.-rstand that ho, too, was & menace to truth about so iaBfmtM. important 
an event aa that assassination which turned the world around. IThe still to be written 
second book, as soon, I hope, as 1 am able to complete another begin five years ago 
and currently quite topical.) So, as X learned, I recast myself in the role of the one 
who would make the record for tlie future, for whatever good it would do. While I started 
with the ACLU when the Freedom of Information law was passed, it was indifferent and it 
was not until 1969 that I could begin to uae it. Since then I have used it more than 
any other man and in no case unauccewafully. The one suit of the three I "lo 3 t" that 
did not give me what I went after is the first of four cited by the Congress as requiring 



amending of the law* The Conference Report iojzt quite explloit In ihnT-f u h fi f t 
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ln . r - 1 , tu 5 USd that caae around » t*&*nlng from scratch and with Frame-Up and what I 
ator did. Can you Imagine the odds against this? With Jim Lenar doin- moat of the 
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o tile other book. The major co«?t wan that of a mailing. Tho news attention * r 
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we are in the black if you do not consider the cost of flettiinr • hi t in < n +io l j 
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BtiTf^r «nd all the major papers euppresbel what CPI, AP and Reuters carded 
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.. . wh “ t 1 fuwoa 1 «» r °aliy Baying is that all of publishing, beginning wi+h ntrvnt* 

difficulty recognising exce .tional^tuS^aS^S * 
market potential. Wnat is generally true ia not true and n-vor haa been with tho 

i^“'a2^ dl th CtneSG ’ Pa8Sd0n * and oth!niL^ S e^o^ S accepta^toe^ difficulty 
t0day * If 1 ^ ch ° 30n ar - other P 3 ^. that of the ooutuercialisers, I'd also be 
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s«na« to you in terns of your professional life, maybe, if It iatereat-iyou, you'll 
find an explanation in the dedication of the firet book. 

_ , Jf? ^ 180 that the Watergate work I projected and wrote ao/much of in each 
r™ 7 Wfl3 breakin? wac b ^ ond capacity of any one can. Not eo. 
i^h 1™? WriterB 0311 and do *«"•• 9 help, I could have done so 

-"rr** 1 la i‘i th9 Efl * you saw a3ide 01,(1 started from scratch, using none of it, 
ply caus ® it grew too big. I then, long, long before the event, ntarted The Un- 

“fwfffSf* Nll0n : A? *” rcmen -' fccrf ’. Wok can tell you that ..hen he asked me 
. Ff^siWi-tiee were long before he referred ir.e to you that I laid out several and 
evaluated th_a as most probablo. I think that van before the Ervin committee was set i 

wm i LT 3arly * *** BU0h -interrupted and almost entirely unread draft 

aside in September, 1974 for the work I had to do on the *ey caao. (i won’t 
write it fr at there ia a book with a movie potential in one little j«rt of that but 

? a Il e L 0rytWj ?'* neceeeary for the writing.) Other work, of which marketing Whitewash IV 
and printing and dietributing Post Mortem, is only port of what prevents my coodbting the 
conclusions and editing. Suthing has to be wewilfctw, except for literary reasons. After 
^taoktanii it holds »mch that is entirely new. Sensational after all 
the exposures, wbioh wore contained for spurious reasons of "national interest." Some 
has current topioa_xfcy. day be ite day will never ousw but it i 3 a subatantial work 
that at any timn, I « oertain, will more than pay its way if, to quote the senior 
editor ox one of the world’s largest publishers, some day I meet the publisher with 
the necessary courage and enthueiasm. (You’ll find the exact words on the inside back 
cover of Whitewash, the first book.) Dacic 

1 . * 8 th “ ^° Mn ^ al P° teutial of W «ot ono book I’ve published has 

lost money tor me when I’ve never had a penny to place a single ad*, nay for any 
promotions except those I’ve done without budget my,. elf, and had no lecture bS^au 

iTtfSThSTS**-* K 0rtl ' ra j Wi11 lnthB 00,1 d0 than ™tum the mechanical coats. 

It is the book that can break it all wide open now. But etas then* ie none with the 

STS 1 lng ifl tbe Gon ^ 88 * Sorbent, the times will spew one up. If this happens 

y ° U lme,Rl " e Wh6t ** W,Wt *• Wra8e ^ the39 could 

n . ! k>wava f* f 5° not deceive you on tho four of governm..nt. Nor of the legitimacy. 

^ h® 11 ® 1 today and for the immediate future, despite the creeping 

me l a S a,U ‘ #,a ‘ ^•!r‘T a “ t W0Ul:i not dare 40 to anyone who publishes 

me and makea a real effort, ^uny as I am compared to it, I keep government on the 

defensive. I charge it with felonies when the charge ia felouiouTif not true. It dares 

w?Jh^ r t fi0CUte -H m0 W i i0n 1 dare U , t0 * So * 1 8U ® it* addition to more than I can robber, 
without any financing, past Spending, I have three in court now. Somehow, Jim ana I 

d ° dt * *“? wlU ’ 48 the govemm nt knows, because I yk required to exhaust ad- 

ministrative remedies first. I’ll soon be suing several agencies for their files on me. 

With some I have copies they do not know I hav and I’ll produce them in court. They 
do °ot know what to give me of |/h at they have I’ve already forced them to go back in 

fi^*«idi°oh!S tim ' 1 provided part of one of KDR’s more sensational 

fireside chats. I vo been doing this kind of thing moat of my life. I’ve fileu for 

what I gave the goveximat atxTut a plot to throw FDR out. And for the files on m -. 

(I have more than has been delivered.) These have to be extraordinarily voluminous. I 
don’t fear thorn. They fear me. 

I trv r; offbea ^- 1 d0 th ^sa “V “ d almost without exception they work. 

LS because I want to be. Despite my manner, I am cautious and when I 

reach a conclusion, as again I tidnlc Dick will tell you, it in solidly based and he will 

SLf L* 1 UIT ^ ™ 9 lD it8elf ^ res People. Like I refused Lo be on prime-time TV 1 
■imply becquae CBS gave me a conflict of interest. With Post Mortem about* to appear. 
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This :* 4 iy have surprissd CCS but again I do not dccaivo you, it WA3 no sweat for me, 
it was immediate and yS^ntanooua and X lu»ve no regrets at all. And will have none. 

If you wonder why, iitaybe Proat ^ut it best* with promises to keep and miles to go 
bsfox-a I sleep# 

I have taken this time because I do not want to be my own publisher and be- 
cause perhaps tho time will come when you and then a publisher may Bee that what 1 have 
done, offbeat and outlandish as it uay seem in your normal life, can bo commercial. 

The life this lias required of wie is extraordinary. In the course of it I have 
come into possession of or knowledge of a fantastic amount of promising literary 
materials I would love to be able to rtkni share. Tills includes novels that could make 
movieo and rang^L to doctoral then&a that could make successful books. 

Phlebitis or not - and it is in both legs and I # ve typed all of this and more 
with one leg raised — X , m going to go those miles. Daily when it aches so and the sub- 
fleecing weather biteo bitterly I force myself to walk the i ^leciiatoly nuceseaary to 
force the body to bypass the clots and develop new channels, Way be in the w^aking of 
these ??dles before X sleep ouf^rstbs end interests will cross. That isiUiy I write. 

I hope r Q r v-ifs will find time to correct my typos if not the syntax. 

Sincerely, 



^arold Wei3borg 



